[Health fitness assessment for recreational diving requires special medical competence].
Recreational diving has become increasingly popular in Sweden over the last years and about half a million dives are made each year. During the same time the health requirements for diving have changed and today we allow asthmatics and diabetics to dive under certain conditions. Chest X-ray, that earlier was compulsory, is not required in the fitness to dive examination, and in the future Europe the minimal requirements will be a health declaration rather than a FTD examination by a doctor. Despite this there will be a need for doctors with competence in diving medicine to handle medical problems in connection to diving and to evaluate all the questions generated by the divers' answers in the health declarations.